Pneumothorax in a dog with a pulmonary abscess and suspected infective endocarditis.
Nontraumatic pneumothorax was diagnosed in a dog with a pulmonary abscess and evidence of infectious endocarditis, including fever, mitral murmur, and vegetative lesion of mitral valve leaflets. Pneumothorax persisted after 4 days of continuous thoracic drainage. At exploratory thoracotomy, the diaphragmatic lung lobe was identified as the source of air leakage and was excised. Results of culturing of blood and lung tissue for aerobic and anaerobic bacteria were negative. Antibiotics were administered because of suspected bacterial endocarditis. Pneumothorax and fever resolved after surgical and medical treatments.